
8th Annual Sustainable Energy Conference

Sustainable Tourism in North Carolina: 

Where we are, Where we have been, and 

Where we are going!
Panel Members: 

Bob Langston, The North Carolina Zoo

Wit Tuttell, NC Department of Commerce, Division of Tourism

Martha Glass, NC Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services

Moderator: 

Alex Naar, Center for Sustainable Tourism, East Carolina University



The Center for Sustainable Tourism at East Carolina

University is an interdisciplinary research center

comprised of many diverse university academic and

non-academic units. 

The purpose of the Center is to promote and 

support the adoption of sustainable practices 

throughout the tourism industry whether business, 

government or individual traveler behaviors. 

This is done through graduate level education,

academic research, and community engagement

and outreach. 



NC Division of Pollution Prevention and 
Environmental Assistance

RETI is a multi-institutional collaborative effort that aims to 

facilitate the expansion of sustainable energy practices among 

members of the tourism industry. 

Two key objectives:

• Provide support for tourism businesses in the form of research, education, 

technical assistance, and case studies in energy conservation and application 

of renewable energy technologies to improve business performance. 

• Establish a permanent renewable energy and tourism university program to 

cultivate new innovation in the field of renewable energy and communicate 

these opportunities to current and future members of the tourism industry. 



RETI Projects include:

• Climate and Tourism Workshops

• Best Practice Manuals across six tourism sectors

• Website (www.renewabletourism.com)

• Renewable Energy in Tourism Literature Review

• Tourism Business Carbon Calculator

• Green Building Practices for Coastal Vacation Rental Homes

• 6 On-line Energy and Tourism Workshops



NC Division of Pollution Prevention and 
Environmental Assistance

For more information please visit 

www.renewabletourism.com

To download copies of the Best Practice Manuals, Literature 

Review, or to view recordings of the webinars, visit 

www.sustainabletourism.org/RETI/About.cfm

And to join our mailing list, visit 

www.sustainabletourism.org/listserv.cfm














